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Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-24 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-24 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Form PCT71PEA/ 409 (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
(SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
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Re Item V. 

1 The following document is referred to in this communication: 

D1 : EP-A-0 396 290 (RADIX SYSTEMS LTD) 7 November 1990 (1990-1 1-07) 
D2: WO 00/58035 A (CAMPBELL DUNCAN B ;LEIDECKER CLIFF J (US); 

HOFFMAN TODD E (US); SQ) 5 October 2000 (2000-1 0-05) 
D3: US-A-4 473 279 (SAKAKI HIDEKI) 25 September 1 984 (1 984-09-25) 
D4: US-A-5 954 206 (MALLON JOHN ET AL) 21 September 1 999 (1 999-09-21) 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this document): 

2.2 Device for the inspection of products, whereby this device comprises means to 
coiay^y4iail^line_57^^ 

a product flow extending in the width (see figures 5B and 6), characterised in that 
it comprises at least one scanner (14) (Col. 3, lines 44-51 : col. 1 , lines 42-51) to 
inspect the products, whereby this scanner is situated on one side of the aforesaid 
track (1 1) (see figure 5B). 

2.3 Document D1 shows four cameras positioned alongside the track. The words "on 
one side of the track" as in claim 1 , could however also be interpreted as to mean 
the upper and lower side of the track. In case this interpretation is used, many 
more documents would fall in the scope of claim 1 . (reference is made to the 
Search Report drawn up for the application) 

It is however clear from the drawings and description (Page 2, lines 6-8; page 4, 
lines 19-21 ; page 8, lines 11-13), as well as dependent claim 3, that in this case it 
is meant that the scanners are positioned along side the track. 

3 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 7 

3.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 17 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this document): 
Method for the inspection of products, whereby these products are conveyed 
along a track (1 1) in the shape of a product flow extending in the width and 
whereby these products are scanned, characterised in that at least one scanner 
(14) is applied which is situated on one side of the aforesaid track (11). 
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4 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-16, 18-24 

4.1 Dependent claims 2-16, 18-24 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the 
PCT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 

4.2 Claims 2 and 3: D1 shows four scanners situated on either side of the track, two 
of which scan the products of the lower side, in a slanting direction, while they are 
entirely beside the track. 

4.3 Claim 4: D2 shows a scanner (90) erected according to a vertical plane with its 
longitudinal direction along the side of the track. 

4.4 Claim 5: D2 shows a bending mirror (96). 

4.5 Claim 6: D2 shows mirrors whose angle can be set (page 10, lines 6-7) 

4.6 Claim 7: D2 shows a screen (figure 2) and a cleaning device (1 14). D3 shows also 
a wiper (16). 

4.7 Claim 8: D1 uses a conveyor belt (11), from which the products fall to be scanned 
in „f reje iaIL _ 

4.8 Claim 9: D1 shows even four cameras as scanners. Document D4 also shows the 
arrangement of three cameras, each one of which covers a 120° sector, so all 
three assure a full 360° inspection of a product. (See figure 7 and 8 and col. 10, 
lines 26-33) 

4.9 Claim 10: D1 also shows a pneumatic sorting unit, driven by a control unit. 

4.10 Claims 1 1 and 12: D2 can be read against the wording of claim 11, even though 
the window (102) is positioned almost horizontally: the side of the window directed 
towards the product flow is parallel, so at an angle less than 90°, to a horizontal 
plane extending as of the lower edge, that is the lower side, of the window. 

4.1 1 Claim 13: Document D3 also shows a window (8) which extends almost vertically. 

4.12 Claims 14 and 16: D2 shows a blowing device (1 14) to create an air flow in the 
shape of a curtain, along the side of the window directed towards the product flow, 
(page 12, lines 1-5) 

4.13 Claim 15: The window in D2 is also sealed by light transmitting material. 

4.14 Claims 18,20,22,23: All features can be found in D1 (See also respectively 4.2, 
4.8 and 4.9 above) 

4.15 Claim 19: D1 shows (see figure 5B) the scanners scanning the entire product flow. 

4.16 Claim 21: D1 shows the scanning as the products perform a coasting flight motion. 

4.17 Claim 24: D1 shows four sides at which the products are scanned. D4 shows three 
sides rotated at 120° in relation to each other (See figure 7 and 8 and col. 10, 
lines 26-33). 
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